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Old Fashion Town Meeting Held in Marktown
For the third time in less than a year, Mayor
Robert A. Pastrick, Councilman Adrian Santos and
a number of officials from the City of East Chicago
came to our neighborhood to address issues and
talk about the future of the Marktown Historic District.
Top on the list was a discussion about the
new community center. One of Councilman Santos
opponents in
the upcoming
election had
been going door
to door telling
people that we
would never see
the new center
built. These rumors were put
to rest when
Mayor Pastrick
announced
"The money is
in the bank, the
plans are being
finalized and
the final approval of the project has already been
obtained from the Common Council.
We will be breaking ground in April
or May of THIS YEAR and I hope that
everyone from the community will
come out for the ground breaking ceremony."
As we reported in a previous
issue of UPDATE, the new community center will
be approximately 13,000 square feet, more than
ten times the size of the current community center. It will include a full sized basketball gym, a
computer center and library, a kitchen and dining
room area, crafts area and much, much more. The
plans also include a fountain that I am sure we
would all like to see. The new community center
should take about 12 to 16 months to complete. A
set of plans for the new center are on display at
the present center, thanks to the architectural firm
and the Marktown Preservation Society.
Dr. Raykovich addressed some of the is-

sues that were brought up at the previous two meetings. He noted that as the new community center is
being built, the park behind it will be regraded and a
new sprinkler system will be installed in all of the
Marktown Parks.
Problems had persisted in the past with residential sewers backing up due to clogged sewer
mains. The Utilities Division has made it a point of
cleaning the various mains and has inspected the
sewers on a regular basis to see that the problems
do not occur again. Dr. Raykovich also noted that
they are considering a backup generator for our
current pump house.
The East Chicago Fire Department was also
represented at the meeting and noted that after the
night club disasters in Chicago and New Jersey,
Mayor Pastrick has put together Operation Safety
which includes representatives from the Building Department, Police and Fired Departments, Health Services and the Law Department. The mission of the
group is to see that
similar disasters do
not occur in East Chicago and to prevent
the problem as opposed to respond to
the disaster.
In
closing
Mayor Pastrick noted
that each and every
home in Marktown
should be restored to
its former glory and
that he will be working
with his various department heads and the residents
of the Marktown Historic District to see that this concept is no longer a dream of a few citizens, but a
reality for all of the residents and property owners of
the Marktown Historic District. A great deal more
went on at the meeting than what we can report in a
one page article in a newsletter.
If you really want to make a difference in OUR
community, get active and get involved. Come out
to the meetings and participate! While the neighborhood participation was good, it was not what was
expected. With some luck, maybe we can get the
meeting notices out a bit earlier next time.

visit us on line at www.marktown.org

Marktown Young Men and Women
Defend and Serve Our Nation
Once again we find our great nation stepping forward to secure the liberties and freedoms of those less fortunate than us; those liberties and freedoms that we so often take for
granted. In the 85 year history of Marktown,
our residents, our neighbors, our sons and
daughters have stepped forward to defend and
serve the United States of America in the Armed
Forces of our country.
Back in 1917, when Marktown was just
being completed, one of our first residents,
Albert Smith, the loving husband of Alma Smith
enlisted in the United States Army. During
World War II more than forty young men and
women from our neighborhood alone served in
defense of our country.
During the Korean War we know of at
least one who served, a young James Bruner
who was in the U.S. Marine Corps.
In Viet Nam we had at least two known
to have served on foreign soil. One was John
Urbelis and the other Jeff Brown.
During Operation Desert Storm there
were over a dozen young men and women from
Marktown who served, including all three of August Rake's children.
Today, following the most tragic events
of September 11th, we find ourselves at war
once again. This time, as in the past, we do so
not only to protect the United States of America
directly, but more importantly to end the tyrannical rule of a man so inhumane that he would
kill his own people rather than to feed them.
Whether you agree with our involvement
in the war or not, we must all agree to work
together to lend aid and comfort to the Marktown residents who have family members serving in the armed forces of the United States.
Several weeks ago Judy Hicks began
contacting Marktown residents and asking them
to please provide a photograph of their family
members now serving in the military. She has
put together a wonderful wall display in the community center with their names and photographs.
Our prayers go out to each and every

one of the families of our young servicemen and
women and we pray that their missions are accomplished and that each and every one of them
returns home safely to their families and loved
ones.
If you know of anyone from Marktown
who is currently serving in the Armed Forces,
please provide their names and address to Judy
Hicks at the Marktown Community Center. If
you have a 5X7" color photograph for inclusion
in the display, that too would be greatly appreciated.
While the list is still incomplete, we would
like to publish what we do have:
Ms Rosa Gonzalez of Spring Street has three
of her five sons in the military.
Fernando Gonzalez
U.S. Navy
Rudy Gonzalez
U.S. Marine Corps
Albert Gonzalez U.S. Army
Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Gray of Prospect Street have
their youngest daughter in the military.
Jenna Gray
U.S. Air Force
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Madrigal of Spring Street have
one son in the in the military.
Jose Perez
U.S. Army
Lourdes & David Hicks of Grove Street have
the nephew of Lourdes in the military
Daniel Munoz
U.S. Army
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Grindey of Liberty Street have
their son-in-law (married to Jennifer) serving as
a Sergeant in the military.
Bill Herr
U.S. Army
Mr. & Mrs. William McShane, who lived in
Marktown for well over fifty years have their only
son serving as a Colonel in the military
Tom McShane
U.S. Army
Mr. & Mrs. Vitto McCormick have a nephew
and a friend of theirs serving in the military.
Lee Smithermen U.S. Marine Corps
Raquel Gomez
U.S. Marine Corps
Pam (O'Malley) Kubeck who is formerly of
Marktown has her son serving in the military.
Nathan Kubeck
U.S. Navy
Please remember each one of these brave
young men and women in your prayers and give
solace to their families.

The Safety of Marktown Residents is Addressed by
Emergency Management Department
This past February found a number of residents wondering what to do when it was noted
that the BP (AMOCO) plant had evacuated its
non essential employees during a fire. Smoke
and flames could be seen from Marktown and
several telephone calls were placed to the Community Center enquiring as to whether or not we
would be evacuating Marktown. Let's make this
simple; if they are going to evacuate Marktown,
YOU WILL KNOW IT!
It should be noted that emergency personnel from the City of East Chicago were in constant communication with the Whiting Fire Department and BP in reference to the problem on
that day. Had they thought for one moment that
any of the resident of Marktown were in danger,
steps would have been made to evacuate our
neighborhood.
How would that
evacuation have taken
place? To begin, if ever
there is a sever storm,
tornado, major industrial
catastrophe or an overt
act of terrorism that may
potentially harm our resident, the first thing you
need to do is to turn your
radio to AM 1620 for information and instruction. If it is a tornado,
you will be advised to take cover in a basement
of your home or workplace. If the problem requires that Marktown be evacuated, the same
radio station will give you directions as to where
to go.
What do you do if you don't have a radio that has AM? The City of East Chicago has
covered that also. The Emergency Management
Department, under the direction of George
Shulock, has installed the Community Action
Network which is an automatic system that will
call all of the listed and unlisted telephone numbers in any precinct or district within our city. A
message will be given as to what the problem is
and what the residents should do immediately.
Before we go much further, it should be

noted that during the AMOCO fire of 1955, Marktown was not evacuated and there was virtually
no damage to any of the properties. There were
a few broken storm windows from the initial explosion, but that was about it. The fire of 1955
was a major industrial catastrophe that began
with a devastating explosion and was not totally
contained for quite some time.
Back to the business at hand. What
about an evacuation of Marktown? Once the
situation has been assessed and the decision is
made to evacuate our neighborhood, AM 1620
will begin broadcasting the notice, the Community Alert Network will call the residents and you
will have more police cars in Marktown than you
have ever seen before. Officers will go from door
to door assisting residents in the evacuation. Busses will be present for
those at home without
transportation, and all of
the residents will be
taken to a safe place,
probably within our city.
While the community is evacuated, the
area will be protected to
prevent anyone from
taking advantage of the
fact that the neighborhood has been evacuated.
What else do we need to do? The City
of East Chicago has thought of that also. The
Emergency Management Department is currently
putting together a brochure (in both English and
Spanish) that will be distributed in the next few
weeks and will prvide all of the residents of East
Chicago with some helpful hints and guidelines
that should help each of our residents through
these most diffucult times.
It should be noted that this type of evacuation has NEVER HAPPENED in Marktown or in
East Chicago. It is nice to know that the City of
East Chicago under the direction of Mayor Robert A. Pastrick, the Common Council, and our
own Councilman Adrian Santos is looking out for
our safety and well being.

