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The BenefitsAnd Responsibilities Of Being On The
National Register Of Historic Places

Being listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places has its benefits, but then again, it also
has its responsibilities. Since the establishment of
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in

It is difficult if not impossible to use our his-
toric status to leverage funding for this neighborhood
without celebrating the uniqueness of the architec-
tural design of Marktown and our historic signifi-

1966 nearly 80,000 prop-
erties have joined us on
that most prestigious of
listings. Included on that
list are: The Mission Con-
trol Room at the Kennedy
Space Center. The San
Francisco Trolley Car
Line. The John G. Shedd
Aquarium in Chicago. And
yes, the Marktown His-
toric District.

cance. From the open
spaces between the
=7 | homes to the street scape
and the exterior design of
each and every home,
Marktown is one of the
most unique and important
neighborhoods in Indiana,
the Midwest and yes - the
nation.

As a neighborhood
w=s= | We need to embrace the

Ever since the
Marktown Historic District
was placed on the NRHP
in 1975, this neighbor-

Above: An artist's rendering of Marktown. Can you identify concepts of historic pres-
the location? This is School Street at Oak Avenue as ervation and move forward
drawn from just behind Michels Bar & Grill.
Below: School Street looking north to Oak Avenue as gy property values and

in a way that will improve

hood has benefited from
that listing. It was the pro-

executed by the same artist. Both illustrations were in-
cluded in a publication titled "Marktown: neighborhood de-
velopment plan” which was issued in 1973.

promote home ownership
as opposed to rental prop-

tection afforded by the
listing that forced the re-
location of Cline Avenue
to its current location and
saved Marktown from the
wreckers ball.

Just five years
later our being on the
NRHP brought a major
grant that totally reno-
vated the 13 acres of
Marktown parks that we
all enjoy each year.

In 1990 that list-
ing began the process
that led to the redevelop-

erties and boarded up
homes. Itis totally inappro-
priate to use our status on
the National Register of
Historic Places to leverage
funds for one purpose, and
then ignore the elements
that obtained that status.
The future of this neighbor-
hood rests in our architec-
tural significance.

It is for that reason
that we have taken the re-
maining seven pages of
this issue of Marktown Up-
date to provide each of our

S P

ment of the Marktown street and sidewalks and
brought us the historic lighting on each of our streets.

It was our notoriety as a Historic District that
brought World Changers to our neighborhood this
past summer, and it was that same notoriety that
brings university students, historians and literally
hundreds of visitors to our neighborhood each year.

residents and readers with a copy of the original 1974
National Register Nomination.

If you have any questions on how promoting
the restoration and preservation of this most unique
of neighborhoods can assist you in the renovation of
your home, please feel free to contact the Marktown
Preservation Society, Inc. at 397-2239.

visit us on line at www.marktown.org
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE

Mar kt own conti nues to present a uni que appearance to the world, the result of
its careful planning and design. The story behi nd t he devel opnent of Marktown is
presented under the sectionentitled "Statenent of Significance". Here we wil |
di scuss Marktown's current and origi nal physical state.

After determining the need for a community to house t he workers of his nanu-
facturing plant, dayton Mark hired noted Howard Van Doren Shaw as his architect to
design this community. Mark owned 190 acres on t he shore of Lake M chi gan, west of
t he I ndi ana Har bor Canal and near the intersection of R | ey Road and D ckey Road.
The site was swanpy and had to be filled, in places as much as seven feet, in order
to make it usabl e. The resulting topography was without relief. This and the orien-
tation of the existing roads appear to have |l argely determ ned the formof the site
pl an.

The original plan provided for a community of 8,000 to be housed i n det ached
houses and r ow houses and | ar ge boar di ng houses of 40 roons and snal | er boardi ng
houses hol ding one fam |y and 8 to 10 single nen. This plan, covering 190 acres,
never realized, woul d have had a much hi gher density than present day Markt own
principally due to the boardi ng houses whi ch were pl anned.

As it nowexists Marktown and its adj acent park cover about 40 acres and has
about 1, 200 people. This is bounded on the NE by the center |ine of D ckey Road, on
the SE by the center line of Riley Road to the Youngstown Steel Boundary with the
edge of the Park along this, northto the center line of 129th Street, and east to
the center |ine of D ckey Road.

In broad terns the original plan had a series of naj or di agonal s convergi ng on
a Market Sguare. One of these di agonal s was Di ckey Road and anot her was 129t h street
whi ch were existing streets. Broad Street was to formthe SWNE di agonal . Surround-
i ng Mar ket Square were to be the naj or community facilities and shoppi ng center
i ncl udi ng a school, library, club house, hotel, stores, and public garage. | n Mark-
town as it exists the Market Square is at the north end of the comunity south of
the junction of 129th and D ckey Road cl early indicating that only about one-fourth
of the original concept was actually naterialized. Howard Van Doren Shaw s pl an f or
t he devel opnent of this square were carried out including alarge fountain which was
removed in 1939 to rel ocat e D ckey Road.

Howar d Van Dor en Shaw had st rong background i n residential architecture and
hi s work at Markt own shows a cl ear understandi ng of the need for residential devel -
oprment . The arrangenent of Marktown's houses was done with great care. The lots are
general Iy square with the buil ding covering 35 to 40 percent of the | ot. Houses have
been staggered so that the wi ndows of each house | ook out onto the gardens of their
nei ghbors rather than i nto their nei ghbors' w ndows or into bl ank walls. The houses
are two stories in height and are connected w th bush hammered concrete wall s three
feet high. These durabl e buil dings had wal I s constructed of 10 X 10 X4 tile, 18
inches thick, afireproof decay proof nethod. Exterior facingis stucco and origi-
nal Iy a coordi nat ed col or scherne for buildings and tri mexi sted. Wiether or not this
was execut ed i s not known.

At thetine they were built all the houses featured the nost nodern nechani cal
equi pnent and ot her services. Street rights of way are 32 feet wi de wi th pavenent
wi dth of 16 feet. This hel ps create a charning northern European vill age effect,

The height of your accomplishments will equal the depth of your convictions.
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rei nforcing the harnony and unity of the overall design. Despitetheir intrinsic
charm the narrowroadways cause probl ens for nodern aut onobil es and as a resul t
cars are frequently found parked on t he si dewal k.

The houses i n Marktown are of very simlar design, the only difference being
inthe size and in a rowof supervisors houses that face the park area to t he west.
The typi cal Marktown house gai ns its European characteristics fromthe narrow
streets, the closeness of the houses to the street, and the roof |ines of the indi-
vi dual houses.

Most of the single fam |y houses are two bay, two story houses with steep
gabl e roofs facing the street. The entry way is inthe center and originally a porch
was | ocat ed on one si de of the door.

The doubl e houses face with the gable ends to the street. The roofs are steep
gable running tothe first floor over the entry (whi ch faces a side yard rat her than
the street) on each side. There are two peaks, one over each si de of the double
val l ey in between. By using steep gable roofs in a variety of ways, unity i s ob-
tai ned wi t hout nonot ony. The wi ndows i n bot h si ngl e and dupl ex are cl osel y pai red
casenent type set in the sanme opening.

The Supervi sors' houses are nmuch nore conventional in design than the other
houses i n Mar kt own. They have a brick faci ng and a cormon two story, gabl ed roof
form

The school and comuni ty center have not changed i n for mbut have had an
artificial stone facing added i n recent years. These are | ow cross- gabl ed r oof ed
structures that are not of unusual design.

Mar kt own was ori gi nal |y owned by its devel oper, Mark Manufact uri ng Conpany,
and when i n 1920 Mar k Manuf act uri ng was absor bed by Aneri can Sheet and Tube Conpany
it went along. Three years | ater Youngst own Sheet and Tube Conpany of Youngst own,

Chi 0 acqui red Anerican Sheet and Tube and Marktown. In 1941, Youngstown sol d Mar k-
town to a real estate conpany who subsequently sol d the buil di ngs i ndividually.

I ndi vi dual ownershi p has caused sone changes i n t he physi cal appearance of Markt own,
but nuch I ess than m ght have been expect ed.

Remar kabl y, there has been little change i n the appearance of Marktown since
it was first built. The design remai ns very cohesive and this area still possesses a
great deal of the charmof a northern European vill age whi ch early accounts of
Mar kt own described. Asnmall section of the newer houses exi sts but does not clashin
design and scale with the original structures. There are sone cases of bad renodel -
ing, particularly inalterations to porches, and sone evi dence of negl ect and de-
ferred nai nt enance, but nost probl ens coul d be remnedi ed wi t hout too nuch effort. The
excel | ence of the original construction has, of course, played amajor rolein
nmai ntai ni ng the area' s character.

It isstrikingtofindavillage conpletely surrounded by one of the densest
heavy manufacturing areas in the country.

Historic preservation saved this community from the wreckers ball in 1975
and should be the foundation for this neighborhood for generations to come.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Marktown i s significant inthe historical and cul tural devel opment of not only
East Chi cago, but of the State of Indiana and the United States. Four areas of
si gni fi cance have been consi dered i n naki ng this review. These are: A Representa-
tive of the planned i ndustrial comrunity novenent of the late nineteenth and early
20th century. B. Part of the social awareness prograns spawned by the effects of the
industrial revolution. C. Marktown is a maj or work of an i nportant American archi -
tect, Howard Van Doren Shaw. D. Marktown contributes to the history and cul ture of
nort hwest ern | ndi ana by serving as a useful, |iving | andnar k.

A O ayton Mark (1858-1936) was born in Frederickburg, Pennsyl vani a and went
to school there and i n Chicago. In 1876, Mark began work as a clerk wi th the Chi cago
Mal | eabl e 1 ron Conpany | at er becom ng secretary and director of the Chi cago wor ks.
He continued to serve as vi ce-presi dent and nmenber of the board for nmany years, but
i n 1888 he began his real career by foundi ng Mark Manuf act uri ng Conpany. Thi s com
pany nmade wel | poi nts whi ch hel ped make possi bl e the agricul tural expansi on of the
M dwest. The expandi ng conpany began maki ng pi pe i n Evanston, I11linois and
Zanesville, Chioand mining zinc oresinlllinois, Kansas, Wsconsin, and Ckl ahona.
In 1916 Mark deci ded he needed hi s own steel producing capacity and purchased | and
i n I ndi ana Har bor, then boom ng as an industrial center, for his newfacility.

Since the surroundi ng area was rel ati vely undevel oped, Mark sawt hat there woul d be
a need for housing to attract the skilled workers his operation wuld need. At this
tinme the buil ding of comrunities for workers was consi dered a concern of big i ndus-
tries. There are nmany such communities, |arge and small across the United States and
cl ose by. In East Chicago, two workers' communities were actually built, Mrktown
and Inland Steel's Sunnysi de. The nodel workers' community idea reached a hi gh

st at e of devel opnent on the shore of Lake Cal unet in Pullman, Il1inois and, of
course, the Gty of Gary was initially devel oped by United States Steel Corporation.

The desi gn for Marktown and t he Market Square i dea was strongly influenced by
Shaw s earlier design for the Lake Forest, Illinois Village Square. This square was
conpl etely built according to Shaw s desi gn unli ke its Marktown counterpart which
was never fully devel oped and has even been partly di smantl ed. These squares re-
fl ect ed Howard Van Doren Shaw s interest in English Country Architecture and hi s own
interpretation of the style.

B. Many of the devel opers of the nodel workers' communities did soto anelio-
rate the condition of the workers' lives whichintheindustrial society were fre-
qguently grim The desire to provide inproved |iving accommodat i ons was frequently
reflected in the provisions of various social and community facilities along wth
housi ng. Mar kt own provi ded t hese anenities and i n the original plan even nore were
provi ded for. The part of Marktown whi ch was actual ly built was evidently intended
for highly skilled and supervi sory workers since these were the nost necessary for a
successful operation. Nowhere in the bi ographi es of A ayton Mark and Howard Van
Doren Shawis there any evidence that either of themwas concernedin or eveninter-
ested in social reformor welfare. They were, however, interested in quality and
when t he need for a workers' comunity was established it was apparently deci ded
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that this shoul d be as good as possi bl e. Al though and per haps because Mar kt own di d
not start out as a social experinent it is still aviable coomunity with many life-
| ong and second generation residents with strong feelings of commnity pride.

C. Howard Van Doren Shaw (1868-1926) was born i n Chi cago, but his father was
originally fromMadi son, | ndiana. He studied architecture at M T and i n Europe and
then returned to Chicago to work with Wl IliamLeBaron Jenny, wi dely known as t he
fat her of the nmodern skyscraper. In 1893 he established his own office and marri ed
Frances Wl ls. Their daughter, Evelyn, married the son of the well known Hoosi er
novel i st George Bar McQut cheon. Shawworked i n clear sinple straightforward style
and concentrated on the devel opnent of a well ordered plan. This phase of his work
isreflectedinthe overall plan of Marktown and in the design of its individual
bui | di ngs.

Shaw desi gned, in addition to Marktown and d ayton Mark's own hone, a nunber
of other inportant buildings although nost of his work was i n homes for Chicago's
ri chest and nost powerful peopl e includingthe Swifts, Donnel lys and Ryersons.

Shaw s work al so i ncl uded col | aborati ng with Ral ph Gamon the Fourth Presbyterian
Church on Chi cago' s M chi gan Avenue and of course, the Lake Forest Village Square.
The Art Institute of Chicago was served by Shawas a trustee for over twenty years.
Col d Medal of the Arerican Institute of Architects, an honor which had in sixty
years only been awarded to ei ght other |iving persons. Today, the quality of Howard
Van Doren Shaw s work as an architect is recogni zed as nore an nore of the work of
this periodis studied.

D. W all learn fromthe past. One way to do this is through books, but a
better way is to learn fromreal objects and pl aces that cane down to us rel atively
intact fromanother tine. Marktown presents alivinglessoninhistory and culture
fromthe pi oneer grow h peri od of the Cal unet Region. This region, whichis
Anerica s industrial heartland, is quite young conpared to other great regi ons of
this nation. Soretines in such areas the concern for history is lost. But here there
is the opportunity to preserve the Marktown community as a |iving and useful |and-
mar k of genui ne architectural and cul tural significance for the Cal unet Regi on, the
state and the country. The Marktown area i s an i nportant cul tural resource which
shoul d be restored to accurately present the intentions of the original design.

E MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
e Eaton, Leonard K., Two Chicago Architects and Their dients -- Frank LI oyd Wi ght
and Howar d Van Doren Shaw, The M T Press, Canbridge, Massachusettes, 1969
e WPA - Witer's Program The Cal unet Region H storical Quiide, 1939, Board of Edu-
cation, Gary, Indiana and the Gary Conmerci al d ub and Chanber of Commrerce, Garnan
Printing Co. 1939.
e Hess, WIIliam Marktown Gol den Jubil ee (1917-1967), Marktown Gol den Jubi | ee Com
mttee
e D anond Jubi |l ee H storical Record, East Chicago (75th year) 1893-1968, 1968
e Wrner, Ralph T. "The Town of Mark, |ndiana: A Manufacturers Housing Enterprise"”
and Howar d Van Doren Shaw, The M T Press, Canbri dge, Mass. 1969
All of the reference materials listed in Item 9 of the National Register Nomination are
available through the Marktown Preservation Society, Inc. or at the E.C. Public Library.




The photos on the next two pages
were a part of the original
National Register Nomination
and have been provided to us by the
National Parks Service.

Right »: single house on north corner of Riley
Road and Pine Avenue (402 Riley Road)

« Left : duplex on west corner of Oak Avenue
and Grove Street

Right »: school and comunity center on
Spruce Avenue looking SE
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« Left : four-plex on west corner of Grove
Street and Pine Avenue

Right »: looking SW on Grove Street
(500 block)

About the Captions:
All of the captions for the
photographs were taken from the original
National Register Nomination.
For additional information please visit
our web page at www.marktown.org

The 1974 National Register Nomination for the Marktown Historic District is available on
line at the official Marktown Historic Web Site at www.marktown.org.



« Left : duplex on NW side of Oak between
Park and Grove Street

' V¥ Below : Public Garages
(500 block of Pine Avenue)

e - Sl
< Left Grocery, Barber Shop and Drugstore at
Broad and chkey Road
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A Above : general view from Oak Avenué
down School Street

: <« Left : Superintendents' Houses on Broad
L if ; Street (411, 413 & 415 Broad Street)

The printing of this newsletter is made possible through the generosity of
Mr. Dan McArdle, a former Marktown resident and a true friend of this community.



